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Raina Telgemeier&#39;s #1 New York Times bestselling, Eisner Award-winning graphic memoir

based on her childhood! Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl

Scouts she trips and falls, severely injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating

journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with

fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there&#39;s still more to deal with: a major earthquake,

boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so friendly. Â 
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Smile starts with Raina as a typical pre-teen...until she falls and her two front teeth fall out. She's not

only in major pain, but scared, and her trip to the dentist doesn't yield the greatest news; they can

put the one tooth they found back in but the other is stuck up in her gums, but she'll have to wear

braces. Turns out, there was bone damage, and she endures the braces only to find that her teeth

wind up embedded in her gums, leaving her feeling like she's a freak.Her so-called friends don't

help, with their perpetual teasing, but Raina adjusts to being a "brace-face" and weathers typical

teenage crushes. As she moves on to a new high school, her friends keep on teasing her and

playing pranks, until she finally decides she can seek out new friends who accept as she is.It's hard



not to wince at some of the tooth trials, but Raina is a trooper as she toughs out numerous

orthodontist and endodondist and other "dontist" appointments, all rendered in Telgemeier's

wonderful drawing style, which complements her story perfectly.The book ends happily, with a big,

toothy smile, and Raina learning that she can find friends who stick by her and don't make fun of

her.

I got this book at a Scholastic book fair last month and thought that the comic-book style would be

great for my students. I wanted to read the book beforehand and fell in love with the art work and

the storyline. It brought back so many memories from my middle school days. Raina is amazing! I've

decided to purchase her Babysitters Club books as well!

My 12-year-old daughter is a big (read: BIG) fan of Raina Telgemeier's graphic-novel adaptations of

'The Babysitter's Club' books. I pre-ordered 'Smile' with the anticipation of giving this to her as a gift.

The book fell out of the shipping box, and I couldn't help but peruse its pages. It made me recall the

days when I was subjected to the torments of wearing braces as a teenager. Upon skimming

through the book, it was clear that this graphic novel was special. It beautifully captures that period

in a teen's life when social-awkwardness and orthodontic-care collide, causing emotional and

physical trauma.Telgemeier is a true talent, and confidently displays a skill with her artistic tools that

I haven't seen since the heyday of "For Better or for Worse". In fact, the author credits Lynn

Johnston as an influence...It shows.There is a deft power to Telgemeier's narrative -- there are

times when it's a little heartbreaking to read -- going to junior-high school can (at times) be hard.

The author does not sugarcoat, and creates a satisfying world for her characters to exist in.I can't

recommend 'Smile' enough. It's heartfelt and funny and perfect for anyone, whether they wear

braces or not.

I've said in another review that last year that I had massive amounts of dental work done. I have had

terrible teeth since I was very young, stemming from heredity and lack of dental insurance to pay for

regular care. As a result I have had a long, long history of dental trauma.I would have killed for this

book at thirteen. As it is, I am 34 and this book made me cry, and made me feel so much better

about everything.I got it after my major oral surgery, and read it while I was recovering. I have long

been a fan of Raina's art and I had seen some of her Smile story online, and I was so happy to see

more. It really is true-to-life, and the fact it takes place in California - where I live - makes it even

more relatable. I cried. I giggled, around the gauze in my mouth. And man, does this ever remind



me to brush my teeth and look where I'm running.I would give this to any kid dealing with braces,

bad teeth, even issues unrelated to teeth, because the whole point is that everyone goes through

something as a kid that shakes their confidence, and knowing you're not alone makes it a tiny, tiny

bit easier to survive it.

I am a middle school librarian, and books are always going 'missing'. So I was pleased to be able to

buy a replacement copy cheaply and in such good condition. My students were happy to see the

book back on the shelf.

Our 10 year old daughter saw this book at a school book fair. We came home and purchased it on 

because they didn't have all of the books that she wanted. I did not read this beforehand and just

assumed it was a good book because it was being featured at the school book fair. She read it. She

really likes it. I read it...I'm not sure that I would recommend it. First, off you should know in case you

don't already...this is an comic style novel. Cute. Second, and the reason that I don't really care for

it...it is basically a book outlining her many horrible dentist trips and her kissing daydreams! Not

really what I would have chosen. Make sure you do not give this book to a child that has a fear of

the dentist that's for sure.

I got this book for my little sister as a gift when she got her braces off! She loved it! And whats

more...since its a TRUE story...she felt like she could relate to Raina (the main character) quite

often.The drawings are exquisite, and the story line is like that of a comic book that's G-rated.I'd

recommend it for young girls 5-9th grade, though, i quite enjoyed it myself being an adult. It's a

great little jewel in our library. :)

Awesome book :) this is definitely something that you'll want to buy! A lot of kids around the ages of

9-14 can seriously relate to this book! I'm 12 years old, and I have braces. I found this book really

great and I had an awesome time reading it! The art only makes it so much better! In full color, this

book is Great, with a capital G!
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